
Weston High School PTO 
General Board Minutes 

September 8, 2018 
 

 
Call to Order 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:50 a.m. in the WHS Conference Room 

and was presided over by Dawn Egan, PTO President, with Jennifer Meir 

acting as recording Secretary. 

 

Attendees 

 

30 were in attendance 

 

Officers’ Reports 

 

President’s Report:  Dawn Egan  

 

Dawn welcomed the members.  She asked parents how the first week of 

school was going.  AJ Solinger, sophomore student representative was 

introduced to group.  Dawn discussed the successful staff luncheon prior to 

start of school. 

 

Vice President’s Report:  Anne Troxell  

 

Anne introduced Superintendent Dr. McKersie, Board of Education Chair Gina 

Albert, Assistant Superintendent Pupil Personnel Services Mike Rizzo and 

Assistant Director Pupil Personnel Services Martine King to today’s meeting. 

 

Anne announced in October, the new College and Career Counselor Randi 

Green will come speak to our membership about her role at the high school 

as a resource for Weston students and parents to help them navigate their 
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post-high school plans including the college admissions process.  She 

considers herself an in-house college consultant and will review college lists, 

discuss application strategy, review the details of applications, help prepare 

students for interviews, edit application essays, among other things.   She also 

plans to hold workshops and other programs to support Weston families 

throughout the search, application, and admissions process.  

 

Anne also announced for all classes that Milestone Restaurant will be hosting 

back to school class nights in September.  10% of sales and tip jar proceeds 

will go to each of the classes. The focus of this event is community building.  

Dates for the class events are as follows: 

• September 13th - Sophomore Class Parents @ 7:30 p.m. 

• September 20th - Junior Class Parents  @ 7:30 p.m. 

• September 27th - Senior Class Parents after Back to School night 

• October 4th - Freshmen Class Parents  @7:30 p.m. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Angela Zielinski  

 

Angela presented the Financials for June and July For Year Ending July 31, 

2018 and the 2018-2019 Budget for School Year.  Ali Melito made a motion 

to approve the financials as presented; Cathy Greene seconded the motion. 

All were in favor; none opposed. Motion passed.  

 

In October when final bills come in $1,928 will be swept from operating 

account to philanthropy account, leaving $2,000 operating account balance.   

Cathy Greene made a motion to approve the financials as presented; Kathy 

Kalins seconded the motion. All were in favor; none opposed. Motion passed.  
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2018-2019 Philanthrophy budget of $51,081 was presented.  $4,720 is 

allocated to the Class of 2019 fundraising.  Ali Melito made a motion to 

approve the financials as presented; Anne Troxell seconded the motion. All 

were in favor; none opposed. Motion passed.  

 

July:  

Opening Operating Account Balance: $4,180 

Changes to Operating Account: 

Accountant:  -$50 

Communications:  -$137 

Credit Card Charges -$65 

Ending Operating Account Balance: $3,928 

 

Opening Philanthropy Account Balance: $42,488 

Philanthropy account activity for year: 

Philanthropy Fundraising Activity:  +$33,978 

Philanthropy Paid: -$29,877 

PGE Holding Account Class of 2018: -$23,789 

Philanthropy Other Activity:  +$30,355 

Ending Philanthropy Balance: $53,155 

 

Secretary’s Report: Jennifer Meir 

 

Jennifer presented the June 1, 2018 Joint Board Minutes for approval at 

Executive Board Meeting. Anne Troxell made motion to approve and Ali 

Melito seconded the motion. All were in favor; none opposed. Motion passed.   
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Other Reports 

 

Philanthropy: Sharon Ferraro  

 

Sharon presented the proposed 2018-2019 philanthropy spending for 

programs supported by PTO each year. 

 

A motion was made by Gina Albert to approve the proposed $6,700 

spending, Ali Melito seconded the motion.  All were in favor; none opposed.  

The motion passed.  

Lisa Deorio requested funding of $1,850 for racks for the music department 

for large instruments (cellos).   A motion was made by Karen Kallins to 

approve, Ali Melito seconded the motion.  All were in favor; none opposed.  

The motion passed.  

Lisa Deorio requested funding of $1,500 for funding college marketing 

program.  This funding will allow new College and Career Counselor Randi 

Green to upgrade visible presentation of Weston to colleges as they visit the 

school.  Full plan not established yet, but will be focused on enhancing 

Weston’s image with college admissions visitors.  A motion was made by Jen 

Socha to approve, Maggie Kins seconded the motion.  All were in favor; none 

opposed.  The motion passed.  

 Month Approved Amount
Professional Discretionary Fund Sept 3,000$       
Professional Development Sept 2,000$       
Fall Drama Advertising Sept 400$          
Weston Education Foundation Sept 500$          
Citizen Award Sept 500$          
Senior Artwork Sept 300$          

6,700$       
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Board of Education Representative: Jen Socha  

Jen informed General Board that the next Board of Education meeting will be 

held on September 17.  She will provide an update at our next board 

meeting.  

  

At the June meeting recognitions were given for mock trial and Halo awards. 

 

Communications Chair:  Heather Levy 

Facebook Live broadcast program with Lisa Deorio is in development.  A test 

is being run with a time delay.   

 

Freshmen Parent Representative: Ali Melito 

 

Nothing to report 

 

Sophomore Parent Representative: Sandy Greene 

 

Nothing to report 

 

Junior Parent Representative: Rachel Golan 

 

Nothing to report 

 

Senior Parent Representative: Cathy Greene   

 

Nothing to report 
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Past President:  Megan Couch 

 

Nothing to report 

 

Other Updates 

 

Bake Sale:  Kerri Steele-Rubin  

 

Kerri reported that sign-up sheets for the bake sale are forthcoming and that 

there is need for more baked goods.  Last year baked goods sold out by 

2pm. 

 

Publicity:  Rosy Nimrody-Jacobs and Lisa Deorio 

 

Lisa Deorio reported that Weston Today was going to focus on the 

exceptional things that are going on at WHS. 

 

Principal’s Report:  Lisa Deorio 

 

Principal Deorio recognized new teachers at High School in AP Economics, AP 

US History Jennifer Klein and American History Michelle Peoli.  She 

communicated that the departments have established collaborative time 

throughout year.   She stated that football, volleyball, soccer and all sport 

teams were off to a great start and the fall drama program is moving along 

nicely. 
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Gina Albert:  Board of Education Chair 

 

Gina thanked the PTO for the support and the money that has been raised for 

our students.  She introduced Superintendent Dr. McKersie, Assistant 

Superintendent Pupil Personnel Services Mike Rizzo and Assistant Director 

Pupil Personnel Services Martine King. 

 

Dr. McKersie: Superintendent  

 

Dr. McKersie discussed his previous experience in public and private schools 

and at foundations.  He thanked Weston for its strong community.  The focus 

at Weston is on creating and fine tuning global citizens.  He expressed that 

global citizens use their minds wells and have a strong heart.  This he stated, 

characterizes Weston.  He stated that we will continue to focus on progress 

over time and have all the best intentions.   We have generous resources 

from the community to support us and we tightly oversee these resources.  

Dr. McKersie asked the PTO to support and help drive attendance at Board of 

Education meetings to help inform everyone on what is happening.  He 

discussed that the Board saw a need and was able to approve the addition of 

Randi Green, College and Career Counselor.  Dr. McKersie then announced 

Mike Rizzo and Martine King. 

 

Mike Rizzo:  Assistant Superintendent Pupil Personnel Services 

 

Mike expressed his thanks for being here and is a new member to Weston.  

He expressed that students succeed when there is effective collaboration 

between the PTO and Pupil Services.  Special education works when we 

develop a support strategy and support a healthy learning environment. 
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Martine King:  Assistant Director of Pupil Personnel Services (Middle School 

and High School) 

 

Martine expressed that she was committed to understanding the strengths 

and needs of each individual student.  Her goal is to get to know kids on a 

one to one basis to understand their needs and to help develop a plan to get 

them what they need.  She is highly committed to get kids what they need 

and has an open door to discuss your child’s needs.   

 

At the close, Dawn Egan also recognized PPT/Sped Liason, Jenny Theriault. 

 

There was then an open forum for attendee questions: 

 

Janet Hoffman asked if later starting times were being considered. Dr. 

McKersie stated that Weston went to a later start several year ago. He stated 

than an 8:30 am start would be very disruptive in Weston but they are 

looking at the science of later start times.   

 

Anne Troxell asked if new courses are being considered.  Assistant 

Superintendent Ken Craw responded that they are looking at the reading 

program and world language renewal. 

 

Business portion of Meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jennifer Meir, Secretary 
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